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Empara Rosselló is a multidisciplinary artist with extraordinary reviews at an international level. She is specialist on mixing together dance and voice, a combination that manages brilliantly. Her works are notable for its creativity and originality, ranging from an extremely static presence to the most vigorous dynamism. She uses very different locations for her shows, from traditional theaters to moderner venues  like her apartment in the center of Barcelona (Espai MER), the flagship of the Maritime Museum in Barcelona, the boat Santa Eulalia, or the Espai MER in Montserrat, an area in the Mountains Valley, laying in a wild environment near the city.


Empara Rosselló was born in Barcelona. At the age of four, she began her training in classical dance. At eighteen, she started learning contemporary dance. At the same time, she undertook a research about the relationship between body and mind, movement and voice, creating her own work method: the MER System.


She performed many shows in Europe and in the United States. Empara also improved her knowledge of dance, studying different religions, faiths and meditation tecniques: Tibetan, Taoist, Zen and Christian. She practised likewise other working methods with mind and body, as Katsugen Kai or the conscious gymnastics of Fedora Aberasturi. Her teachers were:

Classical dance: Maruja Vicente Feliu Filo, Ramon Solé.

Contemporary dance: Gerard Collins, Cesc Gelabert.

Theatre: Albert Vidal.

Gymnastics: Giga Díaz.

Tai Chi: Gia Fu Feng.

Kai Katsugen: Carme Sala and Katzumi.

Meditation: Olle Nidhal and Florence Monroe.


It is worth to metion her regular staying periods in New York between 1979 and 1982, where she had the opportunity to establish friendly and professional relationships with members of the American avant-garde movement Fluxus.


The SMER System is based on improvisation following a carefully organized diagram of every single part of the body, developing the gesture and the motion of the body, ranging from the stillness-"static movement"- to the ritual or organic dynamism, together with her vocal technique.


Empara Rosselló is a pioneer artist in modern dance in Catalonia. She has been creating and developing new artistic language disciplines that turns her into an unique artist in her field with a very remarkable and innovative work. Working with Tibetan lamas and other spiritual and philosophical beliefs, helped her to develop her psychic skills, giving a very personal style to her creations, full of eroticism, joy and drama, but also humor and a message of hope and happiness. Claudia Giannetti.


The company Empar Rosselló, led by the artist herself, have been performing in Barcelona for five years now and the headquaters is located in the center of town: the Espai MER, an apartment which turns into a stage from time to time.  Many shows were performed both in this space and in several museums of Catalonia and theater festivals in Africa, where was shooted her first film: THE COLOR OF INNOCENCE.


Chronology

2017

 Barcelona, SMER space CONCERTINO by Empara Rosselló a concert by piano, dance and voice, with Empara Rosselló dance-theatre and voice and Iannis Obiols piano.

2016

Teatre Kaddish El Prat Barcelona. Espectacle 

QUEJÍO I ANDANTE-HOMENATGE A CARMEN AMAYA by Empara Rosselló, with Marc Segura Otten guitarra flamenca, Iannis Obiols piano, Empara Rosselló dance-theatre, voice an text.

Master class of her movement systems in her SMER space in Marganell.

2015

SMER Espai Barcelona

QUEJÍO I ANDANTE-HOMENATGE A CARMEN AMAYA by Empara Rosselló, with Marc Segura Otten guitarra flamenca, Iannis Obiols piano Empara Rosselló dance-theatre, voice an text, 

Master class of her movement systems in Ateneu les Bases

2014

Ear Up Gallery of New York, La Cassa di Bugattini Reggio Emiia

MIRA!! by Empara Rosselló solo dance and voice 

2013

Centre d'Arts Santa Mònica Barcelona

MIRA!! by Empara Rosselló solo dance and voice 

2012

Berlin GlogauAir

MIRA!! by Empara Rosselló solo dance and voice 

2011

La Filmoteca de Catalunya, Cinema d'autor Girona

FILM The color of Innocence by Empara Rosselló (between Koudougou and Barcelona.

2010

Gandia, April 16th:  THE FAST OF THE BLACK LADY, Festival Anem Anem.

· Barcelona, March: THE FAST OF THE BLACK LADY, Espai MER.

2009

November - December: concert PRAYING TO GOD AND HITING WITH HEELS and training course on the MER System,  after institutional economic support.

· October 7th , 8th and 9th: presentation of the new musical show THE BLACK LADY AND THE GIOCONDIES at the Center of Arts Santa Mònica together with the collective of Women from Paraguay.

· September: MER System training course at the Faculty of Geography and History at the University of Barcelona. 

· August: presentation of an intercultural project in different cities of Africa, with the film THE COLOR OF INNOCENCE.

· May - July: writing of the 10 tracks making up the concert PRAYING TO GOD AND HITING WITH HEELS, casting of musicians.

· April 29th: exhibition of the film THE COLOR OF INNOCENCE in the Authors Room of the Cinema Albéniz in Girona.

· March 23rd: conference about the MER System at the University of Lleida.

· January - February: planification of the intercultural project: meetings with different associations and groups, open calls.

2008

· Premiere of the film a THE COLOR OF INNOCENCE. BARCELONA/BURKINA at the CCCB.

· Training about the MER System at the Theater Courses of the Faculty of Geography and History of the University of Barcelona.

· Second phase of shooting for the film THE COLOR OF INNOCENCE. BARCELONA / BURKINA in Barcelona.  

· Third phase of edition of the film THE COLOR OF INNOCENCE. BARCELONA / BURKINA.

· DINAMIZATION PROJECT: Museum of Contemporary Art: Casa-Museo Abelló Mollet del Vallés.

· DINAMIZATION PROJECT: Museum Montserrat Portals. Show THE FEMALE CAT GOES TO AFRICA.

2007

· Work project with different museums in Catalonia for interaction between art and public.

· Show using different tecniques at the Museum of Printing in Premià.

· Trip to Burkina Faso,  shooting ot the film-story THE COLOR OF INNOCENCE. BARCELONE / BURKINA.

· CULTURE TASTING at the Museum Portals de Monserrat.

· Roundtable in Marganell.

· Show with otherartists from the Portals Association in the Salnitre Caves of Collbató: THE HOUSE OF THE CAT, with Llorens Barber as guest star musician.

· Exhibition and video-installation on KA KAMINA at the Bruc.

2006

· December 5th: premiere of the show KA KAMINA at the Maritime Museum of Barcelona.

· ANANDA: production and edition of five videos related to the Verdaguer Museum, the Museum of Pharmacy of Cardedeu, the Manresa County Museum,  the Wine Museum of Vilafranca del Penedes, the International Theatre Festival of Marrakech and the Mining Museum of Cercs.

· Performance in all the museums mentioned above.

· Participation in the International Theatre Festival of Fez and Marrakech with the show ROAD TO FREEDOM, which combines poetic style of Verdaguer, Empara Rosselló herself and the Arabic litterary tradition.

· Organization of the FIRST FESTIVAL OF PERFORMING ARTS  in Marganell.

· Trip to Burkina Faso to work with the NGO LAFI, specially with the group of dance, music and theater Koudougou, helping them to address their show and creating a link between the African dance and the MER System.

· Workshop about the MER System in the Lisboa Festival X,  with a final show working with the attendess (ORGA X).

2005

· Premiere of DESONKUMBA. DEATH IN THE HEELS in Villa Art Gallery of Art, at the Olympic Port of Barcelona. This show will be performed  subsequently for six months in the Espai MER of Barcelona.

· Participation in the Theater Festival of Poble Nou.

· Participation in the International Festival of Tortosa.

· Participation in the International Festival of Theatre and Dance KULTUR.RAUM IN ROSENHOF of Tegernau, Germany.

· Participation in the committee of the IEA: the future of emerging performing halls.

· Participation in the tribute to Eduardo Mazo, 25 years of Poetry in the Ramblas.


2004

· Espai MER: preparation of DESONKUMBA. DEATH IN THE HEELS.

· PRICE FAD “APLAUDIMENT” for her work in SMER Barcelona

· Festival Panorama Scene of Olot: ANACARDIUM, AT THE END ON THE LEFTSIDE at Trinxeria Can.

· Barcelona: premiere of THE SONG OF THE SIBYL, A RITUAL FOR TEN WOMEN, in the MixTurArts Festival.

· Museum of Art of Sabadell: participation in the exhibition 9 ART GAMES with Joan Brossa and Fina Miralles, among others.

· Espai MER: preparation of ANACARDIUM, AT THE END ON THE LEFTSIDE since November 2003 to May 2004.

